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PRIVATE 8. CONFIDENTIAL 


RE: LSS Case No. SR003282862 
Your Application for Legal Aid 


You have applied to legal aid for a lawyer to represent you with your refugee/protection claim 
in Canada 


In order to be found to be a Convention Refugee by the Immigration and Refugee Board you 
must establish that you have a well-founded fear of persecution because of your race, religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion and you are at risk in 

all parts of your country and the state is unable to protect you. 


In order to be found to be a person in need of protection you must establish that you face a 
risk of torture or a threat to your life and that the risk is not faced generally by other people 
from your country. 


The Legal Services Society has only sufficient funds to provide legal aid for legal 
representation at a hearing for refugee/protection claims which have a reasonable chance of 
success. 


The information you provided in your legal aid application and supporting documents has been 
carefully reviewed and considered by an Immigration Case Review Lawyer or a Legal 
Services Society Managing Lawyer. 


In our view your claim does not have a reasonable chance of success because; 


In our view, it is likely that the Refugee Protection Division (RPD) will find that your 
circumstances do not meet the definition of a Convention Refugee or a “person in need of 
protection” as found in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act. The RPD is likely to find 
that the United States is able to provide an adequate level of state protection and that you 
could relocate internally inthe United States to avoid the harm that you fear. It would be 
difficult for you to establish that you are at risk in all parts of the country. In cases where the 
country of origin is a western democracy there is a strong presumption that the state will be 
able to protect its citizens. To overcome that presumption you would have to present 
overwhelming evidence confirming your allegations, otherwise you are unlikely to succeed. In 
our view, that evidence does not appear to be available to you and a refugee claim based on 
the information you provided to us is unlikely to succeed. For this reason your application for 
legal aid has been refused. 


We therefore regret to inform you that the Legal Services Society is unable to provide you with 
a lawyer to assist you complete your Basis of Claim form or represent you at your hearing 
before the Refugee Protection Division. 


At this stage you may wish to hire a lawyer that you pay for privately. If you do not have a 
name of an immigration lawyer you may wish to contact-Lawyer Referral Service at 
604.687.3221 or visit their website at http://cbabc.org/For-the-Public/Lawyer-Referral-Service. 
This service provides you with the name of a lawyer and the opportunity to meet with a lawyer 
for 30 minutes of advice for a reduced fee. 


In addition you may be eligible to consult with a lawyer for free through Access Pro Bono. 
More information on their services can be found at http://www.accessprobono.ca/ 


You may wish to contact Settlement Orientation Services for more information and assistance. 
They are located at 2610 Victoria Drive in East Vancouver near Commercial Drive and 
Broadway sky train station. Their phone number is 604 255 1881. More information about their 
services can be found at http://sosbc.ca/contact/. 


Information on the refugee claims process and a guide to preparing for your hearing is 
available in various languages at http: //refugeeclaim.ca/preparation-quide/ 


As noted above your application for legal aid has been denied. 


If you would like a review of this decision please make your request in writing and provide it 
to the Legal Services Society intake office. You may include new information and details about 
your claim and documents to support your claim. 


Yours truly, 


Intake Legal Assistant Chad Vancouver 
Vancouver Regional Centre 
Legal Services Society 


The fear that you have is not related to one of the 5 reasons found in the refugee definition. It 
appears what you fear is generalized crime in your country. 


In the absence of evidence that state actors are complicit in the extortion, or unwilling or 
unable to provide protection against the perpetrators it is unlikely your claim will be accepted 
by the Refugee Protection Division 


You have been outside of your country for many years and it does not appear that you would 
be personally targeted. Though the situation in your country is very dangerous in our view it 


is unlikely that the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada will find that you are a refugee 
or a protected person. 


